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There is an account about the Cryptic Rite in Louisiana on page 387 in the History of the Cryptic Rite Vol. I, published in 1931 by the General Grand Council of R:. & S:. M:.  Of the United States of America. In this account it states:

“The present Grand Council was organized February 10, 1856, by Holland Council No. 1, Louisiana Council No. 15, and Orleans Council No. 36, sitting in convention in Grand Lodge Hall at New Orleans on February 6, 1856. The first Assembly was held February 16, 1856, when a permanent organization was effected and officers elected.
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John H. Holland (Fig 1) was elected the first Grand Master and Samuel G. Risk, Grand Recorder. The Grand Council adopted the seal of the old Grand Council, but it gives no light as to the date of the formation of that body.”
If
It was this statement about the old Grand Council seal being adopted that caused me to look at the seal posted on the Grand Council of Louisiana’s web site (Fig 2). I noticed that it contained a reproduction of the Select Masters jewel worn by all officers and members (Fig 3) originally published in 1826 by Jeremy Ladd Cross (Fig4) in his book: The True Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Monitor.
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Jeremy Ladd Cross is credited as being the Father of the Cryptic Rite, and many early Masonic Jurisdictions used his True Masonic Chart as their monitorial guide, including the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas of Ancient York Masons, which officially adopted it in 1844.
In 1853 another famous Masonic author Robert MaCoy (Fig 5) changed the form of the officers jewels for Select Masters, to those with regular Masonic emblems for most of the officers, which most grand jurisdiction carry through with today.  MaCoy’s work is titled: Masonic Manual: a Pocket Companion for the Initiated Containing the Rituals of Freemasonry, and it is documented in the proceedings of the first embodiment of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas 1856-1864, that these were adopted at its Grand Assembly in 1858.
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So given that the seal of the Louisiana Grand Council uses a reproduction of an officers as well as a members jewel as Illustrated in Cross’ book, instead of an officers jewel as  illustrated in MaCoy’s manual it safe to say that the older embodiment of the Louisiana Grand Council should date between the publishing of Cross’ book in 1826 and the active formation of Craft and Capitular Masonry and the 1853 publication of MaCoy’s manual.
So now you have probably read more than you ever wanted to about an old seal and how the past can still influence the present.
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Jeremy Ladd Cross�Fig 4
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Fig 5
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Fig 6








