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Presiding Officer
*
In Texas there are three standard burial services, one from the Grand Lodge, one from the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, and the Rose Croix service of the Scottish Rite.  Companions, we are not here to add too or take away from any of them, but it is only proper and right, that we acknowledge this Companions service to our beloved Cryptic Rite, with this simple ceremony.  Companion Chaplain please give an opening prayer. 

Chaplain
***
Opening Prayer
*

Presiding Officer

Companions we are here today to honor the memory and to recognize the service of our Very Illustrious Companion: 
___________________, who served as the Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas in _____
Masonic history of the Companio0n Being Honored

In 1892, while the degrees Royal and Select Master were under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Texas, our Excellent Companion George Lopas, Jr., while serving as the Grand Secretary/Recorder wrote the following introduction in the reprint of the Grand Proceedings:

“To the memory of those Illustrious Pathfinders of the Royal Craft in Texas, who through adversity, and persecution laid deep and broad the foundations of our noble superstructure, and kindled the fires that still glow upon our altars.”

What a beautiful and fitting epitaph for those who unselfishly loved Masonry, and more especially Cryptic Masonry, and served in its highest office.

Companions, the foundation of Ancient Freemasonry is in the Craft Lodge, and the lessons begun there are completed in the Royal Arch Chapter, with the discovery of the long lost master’s word, and after the Summit of Ancient Craft Masonry is passed, the history of the preservation of that Word is found in the Council of Royal and Select Masters by those known as Cryptic Masons.
Which leads us to ask the question, what is a Cryptic Mason?
Presiding or Alternate Officer 

“What is a Cryptic Mason?”

A Cryptic Mason is a Companion who has been exalted to the Holy Royal Arch, and to make his knowledge of the Royal Art more complete he is greeted a Royal Master. He learns something of the Alpha, and something of the Omega, the beginning and the end.

Being faithful to his trust and diligent in the discharge of his duties to
 God, his country, his neighbor and himself, he passes the Summit of Ancient Craft Masonry, by being entrusted with the Cardinal Virtues of a Select Master – Secrecy and Silence.

As an Ish-Sodi, he dangerously learns through curious zeal, that Justice swiftly calls, but Mercy boldly answers. Leaving him with the realization “that embodied within the Crypt lays the Soul of Freemasonry.”

Presiding Officer

Companions, The lessons taught in every Masonic degree are meaningful in every sense of the word, and are taught by the use of symbols, emblems, and allegory. It is for each of us in our own way to apply those lessons to our lives in such a manner that reflects obedience to those lessons, and that further demonstrates our reverential belief in and duty to obey our Great Creator. 
In the Cryptic Rite, our colors are White and Purple and our emblems are the Sword, Trowel, Broken Triangle and Unbroken Triangle, please allow me to give a brief explanation :
White is Ancient Masonry’s final reminder of that Purity of Life, symbolized in the first apron you received as an Entered Apprentice.

Purple, the color of Kings, exhorts us to rule well our lives, that we may be numbered with that Select Nobility who truly practice the Royal Art.

The Sword designates us as Guardians whose peculiar duty is the preservation of those sacred treasures, which are ours through Masonic heritage.

The Trowel reminds us that we are builders, and that our lives should be constructive in their influence upon the Brotherhood and upon the world. 

The Broken Triangle speaks to us of Mortality--- of the uncertainty of our tenure of life---of the importance of an industrious use of our time and our faculties, and of the place of wages, refreshment and rest, which awaits our entrance through the gate of death.

Enclosing this emblem of our mortal life is the Unbroken Triangle, emblematic of the deity, whose love enfolds us all, whose justice and mercy are alike infinite and alike prefect, and whose Word points the way of life immortal.
Finally, Companions let us remember our charge as Cryptic Masons; to let Brotherly love prevail, to be emulous of each other in all good works, and all the while striving to promote peace and unity. Let each of us act daily in the bonds  of  “Sincere Friendship”, remembering  the example of our Honored Companion here today, and just like him, that we too,  through  our service and dedication to the Cryptic Rite can make a positive difference in the world today.
Chaplain
***
Modified Ritual Closing Prayer

Companions, being about to quit this sacred assembly, to mingle again with the world, let us not forget, amid the cares and vicissitudes of active life, the bright example of sincere friendship so beautifully illustrated in the lives of the founders of Cryptic Masonry. Let us take these lessons home and may it strengthen the bonds of fraternal love between all Companions of the Cryptic  Rite, uniting and inspiring us all to put into practice our sacred duty, while being desirous of wisdom, and practicing charity, cherishing hope and walking in faith of the promises of our Great Creator.
Amen.
All
So mote it be.
*
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