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banality at every meeting disillusioned me and chal-

5
'huru are many thoughts, theories, and ideas



A Sufi in Ecstasy in
a Landscape

sion of Islam, extant since the 6th Century. The term
«Gufism” originates from the word “Tasawuf,” which
is a form of meditation devised to ascend spiritually
and subconsciously. Sufis are known for their love
and devotion to God, their purpose is to have His
presence in their life always. Sufisim is divided into
different orders and each has its own Grand Master.
Each Grand Master has disciples under him who

go through different degrees of initiation to attain

enlightenment.
Any person that is initiated into Sufism is given

the task of purifying his heart for himself and others.
Through love and patience he will find God. The pro-
cess in Sufism of cleansing oneself is similar to the say-
ing “Know Thyself” — of learning esoteric knowledge
and having the privilege of God’s presence in one’s life.
The initiate is made a disciple of Sufism in his heart,
just as Masons are first made a Mason in their heart.
The disciple under the leadership of a Sheikh (i.c.
Elder) is taught certain limitations and restrictions, to
live his life in moderation.
We can see that these teachings of the Sufis are also
in our rituals and initiation ceremonies.
The Sufi candidate, who is similar to an Entered
Apprentice, empties his heart and soul of his old life
to begin a new cycle of existence in a spiritual para-
digm, and, as he goes through the ranks, he eventually
experiences the death of his ego and is raised to be an
ascended spiritual master, similar to what we see in th
Master Mason degree.
Sufi Grand Masters believe that the enlightenmen
of the candidate comes in various degrees because
doing everything at once will overwhelm the candi-
date and drive him away. We see the same thing in
modern Masonry, where candidates are not provided
explanation or taught fully what they went through ¢
why. At every meeting of the congregation, the can-
didate, under the direction of his Master and fellow
disciples, is taught something new. The Dervishes of
the Bektashi Order of Sufis in the Orient of Turkey
are allowed to have relations of fraternal love with th
modern Freemasons that operate there, because they
both share the same agenda.

The Master Mason’s Word we are given is simi
to what the Sufis are called in the Orient; that is,

It is not my intent to say that all of Freemasonry the “Al Mahabyn” which means “the loving peopl

but there is little doubt thar, of God.”
In the end, as we face the realities of the moderr

world, we come to a realization and ask: Are we in :
social club? A secret society? Or just another fraterr
that merely wants a dues payment once 2 year one
that is not willing to help you or teach you anythir

The answer is none of the above, we are all Son

came from the Orient,
throughout history, many persons of the Western
World have sought enlightenment in the Orient to
discover their purpose in life. For example, during the
European Dark Ages, the knowledge given to Western
society by the Moslem Moors during their 800-year

reign of Spain and Andalusia helped many groups and
societies prosper in Europe. Light and our ties bind each of us together regardl

One group that promotes similar teachings to of our race and religion. I believe Freemasonry wil
notes SImUiAt T=EETeT 1 came force that saves this country once agai




at a time of future division, just like Freemasonry
did when it founded our nation that gave freedom to
those who sought it.

When I became an Entered Apprentice, as a Mus-
lim, I took my oath on a Holy Bible. I was obligated
by a Jewish Past Master. My question to all modern
Masons — who would rather be in their own small
groups and exclude other brothers — is this: Where
else in the world do you see such unity where all man-
kind can come together to love and respect one anoth-
er under the guidance of the Most High Creator?

Freemasonry is the salvation for humanity, and
will continue to be so.

In the American Civil War brother Masons spared
each other. The same took place in the Crusades
between Saladin and Richard the Lionheart. Sala-
huddine Al Ayyoubi (also known as Saladin, 1138-
1193) was the first Sultan of what is now Egypt and
Syria, and the founder of the Ayyubid Dynasty. He
is known in the West for defeating the Crusaders at
the Battle of Hattin, which, in turn, allowed him
to recapture the City of Jerusalem after an eighty-
cight-year reign under the Fatimid Egyptians and the
Crusaders. Historians have noted that part of Saladin’s
fame stemmed from his noble character and chival-
rous behavior, which earned him the respect of his
allies and his enemies alike.

Upon the loss of governing Jerusalem, King
Richard of England led the Third Crusade to reclaim
the city. Despite various deadly battles between the
Muslim army and the Crusaders, historians agree that
the relationship between Saladin and Richard was
atypical. When Richard’s horse was killed at the Bartle
of Arsuf, Saladin is said to have sent two fine Arabian
horses as a present for his rival, King Richard. On
another occasion, when King Richard was said to have
been sick with fever, Saladin sent to him foodstuffs
and provisions, such as fruits and vegetables, as a gift.

It has been documented that King Richard pro-
posed that his sister, Joan of England (also known as
Queen of Sicily) be offered in marriage to Saladin's
brother which would allow the city of Jerusalem to be
a wedding gift.

One cannot help but wonder whether there was
some sort of mystic tie berween these two leaders.
According to Arab-Masonic tales, when King Richard
was injured by a poisonous arrow, Saladin and some
of his men traveled in disguise to Richard’s tent to
help cure him. The tales suggest that Saladin and King
Richard “shook hands” by the Strong Grip of a Master
Mason. To honor King Richard the Lion hearr, it is
said by some that from this occasion the strong grip of
a Master Mason became known as the Lion’s Paw. The
tales we have researched claim that both men were
decedents of similar secret, esoteric schools. (Thank
you to Mohamed A. Yatim for this part).

As a Muslim growing up in America, this Ma-
sonic Brotherhood engendered my acceptance into
American society, and the boundaries of race, religion,
socio-economic status, and other factors were elim-
inated. Those same men I never knew became my
brothers and, unbeknownst to me, were watching over
me my whole life. I never had that awareness until the
Most High blessed with me the eyes to see and the
hearr to feel, and I knew the power of this interna-
tional brotherhood.

I encourage you all to continue to inspire yourself
and others, and to live a good life in accordance to
the laws of God and Freemasonry. Peace to all (As
Salam Aleikum). &

Dance of Sufi Dervishes



