The Columbian Council No. 1 Texas Connection
Cliff Cameron, D.D. 
Past Thrice Illustrious Master
Jerusalem Council No. 7
Navasota, Texas
Columbian Council No. 1 of New York is going to celebrate its 200th anniversary on September 10, 2010, and we Companions in Texas have a unique connection to this auspicious and illustrious event with Houston Council No.1 in Houston, Texas.

Prior to the formation of the first embodiment of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas, at Huntsville, Texas in June of 1856. Cryptic Masonry had a tie to Columbian Council No. 1 in New York.
In the entry for Texas in Dr. A.G. Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, he lists the following:

In the minutes of Columbian Council No. 1 of New York City is mention of three degrees conferred upon Companions John N. Reed and Ebenezer B. Nichols of Houston Chapter No.8.  A warrant ratified January 31st 1848 was issued to them and William D. Smith, by the Grand Master for Houston Council No. 10.   
Little is known about John N. Reed, except that he served as the Grand Recorder of the Grand Council in 1862 and William D. Smith shows to be the representative of Houston Chapter No. 8 in 1846, when its authorization by Deputy Grand High Priest Moses Johnson was ratified by the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Republic of Texas in Austin, Texas.
Ebenezer B. Nichols and another member of Houston Council No. 10 James L. Greene would go on to play key roles in the furtherance of the Cryptic Rite with the formation of the first Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters in June of 1856. At the time of the formation of the Grand Council E.B. Nichols was the * Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient York Masons of Texas and James L. Green was the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Texas from Jerusalem Chapter No. 3 in Anderson, Texas.  Both of these Companion’s consent and support was necessary for the establishment of this new grand body of Ancient Craft Masonry in Texas.
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Other members of Houston Council No. 10 chartered by Columbian Council No. 1 of New York who were present at the formation of the first Texas Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters and their contributions to Texas Masonry are:
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Wm. M. Taylor, served as president of the convention to establish the Grand Council in Texas. He would later serve as Grand Master of the Grand Council, and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas. Taylor is also known for reworking the Masonic Monitor for the Grand Lodge of Texas subsequently known as the ** Taylor Monitor.
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E. W.  Taylor; elected as the first Most Puissant Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas.  Companion Taylor would also serve as the Grand Master of The Grand Lodge, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Texas, and Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Texas.
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Dr. George M. Patrick; elected as the first Grand Principal Conductor of the Work. Dr. Patrick was the first Texas Mason to serve all four of the Grand Bodies of the York Rite in Texas as their presiding officer, and the only Texas Mason to serve the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Republic of Texas as well as the current Grand Chapter, as the Most Excellent Grand High Priest and the only Texas Mason to be elected to two full terms as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge.
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A.S. Ruthven; elected as the first Grand Recorder and served as Grand Master and Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge and Grand Commander of Grand Commandery of Texas.
Andrew Neill; appointed as the first Grand Captain of the Guard served as Grand Recorder of the Grand Council (1860) Grand Master and Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge.
James M. Hall, elected as the first Grand Treasurer and Served as the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
Notes:
*The Grand Lodge of Texas has gone by three names, the first and often  misquoted is the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas of Ancient York Masons, the second  and least known is the  Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient York Masons of Texas, and third is the current Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Texas A.F. & A. M.
 ** The first Official Monitor for the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas of Ancient York   Masons was Jeremy Ladd Cross’ True Masonic Chart adopted in 1844.
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