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One of the key components in the higher degrees of the American or the York Rite is the Ark of the Covenant and more especially the Cherubim on the mercy seat of the Ark, as well as the Cherubim assembled for the Royal Masters degree under whose wings the candidate must pass. Aside from these two representations what do we really know about the Cherubim? 

First let’s examine the etymology of Cherubim.  A cherub ( Hebrew כרוב; plural cherubim, כרובים) is an angelic creature mentioned several times in the Tanakh, or Old Testament (1), and they are the first type of angel encountered in the KJV Bible in Genesis 3:24 as a guardian of the Tree of Life, with a flaming sword.
The evangelical author Finis J. Dake from his reference work entitled the Dake’s  Annotated Reference Bible of the Authorized King James Version Text (2), tells us that the singular term Cherub is used 30 times throughout the Bible, as well as  the plural term Cherubim is used 64 times, and gives his scriptural citations. Dake further advises that the term Cherub is the name of a place listed in Ezra 2:59 and Neh. 7:61 (See reference section compare Dake’s citations to those of the listing from Becker Bible studies in works cited 4, and Dake’s 42 fold description of the Cherubim from the book of Ezekiel).
Although there is no specific order of angels from biblical texts, much has been made about angelic orders which are common, but consist of differing tasks and hierarchal arrangements found across Judaism, Islam and Christianity. 

One of the most accepted and often cited works on angels  is the Celestial Hierarchy which  was written close to the sixth century and attributed to Dionysius the Aeropagite or Pseudo-Dionysius, in which the author lists the cherubim as the second closest group of angels to G-d with this description (3):

Cherubim

Guardians of the stars and heavens, and bestow knowledge.

The word Cherubim comes from the Akkadian language and means 'one who prays'. 

Often Cherubim are placed by God at the entrances to palaces and temples as threshold guardians and spirits of protection. They are mentioned in the bible as being placed by God at the gates of Eden to prevent Adam and Eve from returning to the garden. 

They are also the guardians of the fixed stars and keepers of heavenly records and bestow knowledge and known as the record keepers who express their love of knowledge and wisdom by helping to carry out the will of God.

They correspond to the order of Ophanum or the order of Haoth in the Talmud (Judaism). 

(Although unrelated to this author of angelic hierarchy, Dr. A.G. Mackey in his Encyclopedia of Freemasonry lists the Dionysian Architects and Dionysian Mysteries which according to him predate Christian era society close to 1000 years.)
From the King James Version (KJV) of the Volume of Sacred Law which is the standard used upon Masonic Altars, and for Masonic degree work references, we find four different duties of Cherubim (4):

1. The Guardians of Paradise: 

The cherubim are stationed at the east of the Garden of Eden, and the flaming sword which turned every direction, to guard the way to the Tree of Life. (Genesis 3:24).
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2. Protective Bearer of the Throne of GOD: 

The ark of the testimony has two cherubim of gold, of beaten work on them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. One cherub is on the one end, and the other cherub is on the other end. The cherubim shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings. Their faces shall look one to another, toward the mercy seat.

The LORD GOD met and communed with Moses from above the mercy seat, between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which the LORD GOD gave to Moses to commandment to the children of Israel. (Exodus 25:18-22; Number 7:89; 1 Samuel 4:4; 2 Samuel 6:2; 1 Kings 8:4-8; 2 King 19:15; 1 Chronicles 13:6; Psalm 80:1; Psalm 99:1; Isaiah 37:16). 


3. Decorative Elements: 

Gifted artisans that did work on the tabernacle made ten curtains and a veil of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet; with cherubim of artistic designs. (Exodus 26:1, 31; 36:8, 35). The craft men working on the tabernacle made a mercy seat and placed two cherubim of gold, beaten out of one piece and placed them on the two ends of the mercy seat. The cherubim spread out their wings on high, and covered with their wings over the mercy seat, with their faces one to another. (Exodus 37:7-9).

4. Means of YAHWEH'S Mobility:  (See Text 1) 

David sang praises to the LORD GOD for delivering him out of the hands of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul. The day of David’s distress he called upon the LORD GOD, and He did hear. The earth shook and trembled; the foundations of heaven moved and shook, because of the wrath of the LORD. He bowed the heavens and came down; and darkness was under His feet. The LORD GOD rode upon a cherub, and did fly; and He was seen upon the wings of the wind. (2 Samuel 22:1-11; Psalm 18:10). 

Ezekiel‘s vision of GOD’S glory describe cherubim’s appearance. The throne of the LORD GOD is also described as the appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man high above it. This is the likeness of the glory of the LORD. The cherubim became the power by which the LORD GOD’S chariots (See Text 2) or throne was able to fly. (Ezekiel 1:14-28). 

The glory of the LORD GOD of Israel was gone up from the cherub. (Ezekiel 9:3). Ezekiel witnessed the departure of the LORD’S glory from the temple. The glory went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the temple. The glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the temple, and stood over the cherubim. The cherubim lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in the sight of Ezekiel. (Ezekiel 10:2-19).
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Pertaining to the Royal Masters degree, Dr. A. G. Mackey in his monitorial work Cryptic Masonry (5), states that Cherubim are symbolic and allude to the protection and overshadowing power of Deity, and how appropriate that candidates of the Royal Masters degree pass beneath the wings of the Cherubim, there by placing themselves under the protection of that Divine Power who is Truth. 

There are considerable differences in the description and appearance of the Cherubim used in Freemasonry on the Ark of the Covenant and in illustrations of Cherubim used in the earliest illustrations of Masonic Monitors such as Jeremy Ladd Cross’ True Masonic Chart, when compared to the biblical description of Cherubim from the book of Ezekiel (See Fig’s 1-4). 

Additionally Dr. Mackey states in his Encyclopedia of Freemasonry Vol. I (6) in his entry under the term Cherubim, that Josephus (from the Antiquities) wrote that they (Cherubim) resemble no known creature, but that Moses made them in the form in which he saw them about the throne of G-d. Masonic author Ray V. Denslow in his 1950 Encyclopedia of Cryptic Masonry (7) essentially gives a summary restatement of Dr. Mackey’s encyclopedia entry.

In looking at an illustration from an 1845 edition Cross’ True Masonic Chart in Fig 1 note the close resemblance to the chubby infant like Cherubim of the Italian Renaissance  known as putti in Fig 2 and Cherubim usually associated with the Mercy Seat on the Ark of the Covenant in 
Fig. 3
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Now compare an illustration based on the description of Cherubim from the book of Ezekiel in Fig 4, and the note the description of the four faces of that Cherubim, each of which are used on the banners stationed at each veil in the Royal Arch Degree in Fig 5. Fig 6 shows an illustration of the Cherubim as they might appear on the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant based on the Ezekiel description. 
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Perhaps the best conclusion about the Cherubim and other Masonic figures is that although the various Masonic rituals, degrees, characters and other imagery is biblical in nature, their fraternal application does not always directly correspond to their descriptions and usages from the Bible itself.
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1. Concerning the term Cherubim, Dake advises the following citations:

Cherubim Protected the Way of the Tree of Life
Gen. 3:24

Cherubim of Gold on the Ark of the Covenant
Exodus 25:18-22 and 37:7-9

Cherubim Made on the Curtains of the Tabernacle
Exodus 26:1, 31 and 36 8, 35

G-d Dwelled Between the Cherubim
Num. 7:8-9; I Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2; 2 Kings 19:15; I Chron. 13:6; Ps 80:1; 99:1;
 ISA 37:16

Cherubim Made in the Temple
I Kings 6:23-25, 7:29, 36 and 8:67; I Chron. 28:18; 2 Chron. 3:7-4, 5:7-8; Heb 9:5

Cherubim in the Future Temple
EZ. 1:1-28; 8:1-3, 10:1-20; 11:22

2. Dake’s 42 Fold Description of Cherubim from Ezekiel 1:5-28:
1.  The likeness of 4 living creatures (v5).
2. The likeness of a man.
3. Each had four faces (v6).
4. Each had 4 wings, one on each side (v6, 8).
5. They had straight feet (v7).
6. The soles of their feet were like the feet of calves.
7. They sparkled like the color of burnished brass.

8. They had the hands of a man under their wings on their 4 sides (4 Hands, v8).

9. Their wings were joined one to another.

10.  They turned not when they went, but went straight forward (v9, 12).

11.  One face was like that of a man in front (v10).

12.  One was like the face of a lion on the right side.

13.  One was like the face of an Ox on the left side.

14.  One was like the face of an eagle in the back.

15.  Their wings were stretched forward.

16.  Two wings of each were joined to another (v11).

17.  Two covered each body. 

18.  Their appearance was like burning coals of fire and like lamps (v13).

19.   The fire went up and down among them.

20.  The fire was bright.

21.  Out of the fire went forth lightning.

22.  They ran forward and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning (14).

23.  One wheel was upon the earth by each side of the living creatures (v15).
24.  The appearance of the wheels and their work was also like the appearance of beryl.

25.  The 4 wheels had one likeness (v16).

26.  Their appearance and their work was also like a wheel in the middle of a wheel.

27.   When they went they traveled upon all 4 sides (v17).

28.  The outer rims of their wheels were high and dreadful (v18).

29.  The rims of the 4 wheels were full of eyes all around.

30.   When the living creatures went, their wheels were close by them (v19).

31.  When the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the 4 wheels were also lifted up.

32.   Where the spirit went the wheels went, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels (v20, 21).

33.  There was a likeness of a firmament stretched over the heads of the living creatures, the color of transparent crystal (v22).

34.  Two wings of the living creatures under the firmament were straight, one toward another, and 2 other wings covered their bodies (v23).
35.  When they went I heard the noise of wings, like the noise of the Almighty, and the voice of the host.

36.  When they stood still they let down their wings.

37.  There was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads (v25).

38.  Upon the firmament over the heads of the living creatures was a likeness of a throne, like the appearance of a sapphire stone (v26).

39.  Upon the throne was a likeness of a man upon it.

40.  There was the color of amber, as the appearance of fire and brightness round about and within it, from the loins downward.

41.  The brightness round about the throne was like a rainbow (v28).

42.  This was the appearance of the glory of the Lord. When I saw it I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spoke with me.
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Yahweh and Jehovah are considered by Rabbinic’s, vulgar adaptations of the Hebrew � Yod Hei Vav Hei
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This is also the Tetragrammaton, and the Name (Ha Shem) of G-d, that was spoken once a year by the High Priest of Israel, whose true pronunciation has been lost.
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Chariot in Hebrew is �Merkava   � HYPERLINK "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/He-Merkava.ogg" \o "He-Merkava.ogg" �מרכבה� , which is also the name of the Israeli Defense Force�Main Battle Tank.
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