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Instructions to the Class Sponsor

The instructions for the class sponsor are included in this publication so that the sponsor and the candidate may properly understand the duties of this position. This will allow the candidate to develop correct expectations for the sponsor and will allow the sponsor to fulfill them.

The role of the sponsor is of high importance and he must possess certain qualities. He must have an excellent knowledge of the Masonic degrees and must be able to discuss their concepts confidently and fluently. He must also understand how to lead a group discussion and get each member of the group involved in the discussion. Much like a father contributing to his child's development during infancy, the sponsor leads the candidates through their first steps in the order. If the candidate does not get a solid footing in the Masonic fraternity or does not see the use in Masonic teachings during this time, he will more than likely never become a contributing member to the order. Therefore, it is imperative that the sponsor understands his responsibility to teach, facilitate, and lead.

The sponsor must teach because the candidates will require supplemental instruction on the lessons of Masonry. They will need someone to show them how to properly execute the modes of recognition and they will need someone to answer their questions about the lessons of the degrees. He must facilitate discussion amongst the candidates. The most effective educational sessions occur when the student--and not the teacher--talks for the majority of the period. Therefore, the sponsor should bring up subjects and ask questions to coax conversation from the candidates. Finally, the sponsor must be a leader. He must lead by example and show the candidates how to walk upright as Masons. He is also responsible for taking charge of the class and insuring that they receive the full benefit of the day's instruction.

The sponsor should take the initiative to assemble a packet of information for the candidates. This packet should include this workbook, a writing utensil, and other resources which will assist the candidates through their first steps in the fraternity. These resources should include as many of the items found in the Additional Resources section of this workbook as possible, particularly the resources available through the Grand Lodge of South Dakota. The sponsor also needs to prepare a room where he and the candidates may retire for their sessions. This room should not be subject to interruption by any of the Brethren, except for that of the messenger sent to inform the sponsor that the lodge is ready to receive the candidates. The sponsor should gather the candidates in this specified location prior to the first degree in order to get properly acquainted with the class. Then the Instructions to the Candidate as well as the Synopsis for the First Degree should be read aloud and any questions about these documents answered. After each degree (including the Third Degree), the sponsor and the class should retire to this location for at least twenty minutes to discuss the degree and allow the candidates to ask questions and take notes in their workbooks. Part of this instruction must include the modes of recognition. Finally, at the end of the discussion on the Third Degree, the newly raised Master Masons should return to the lodge room for the investiture ceremony. During this time, they should be required to make a short presentation on something that they have gained from the day's experience. This is an important step in the process because it reiterates the fact that it is the candidate's day and puts them at center stage.

If the sponsor fulfills the roles of teacher, facilitator, and leader, he will properly nurture the candidates through the ceremonies of the degrees and the new Mason will be provided with the knowledge and confidence needed to become an outstanding member of the fraternity.

Instructions to the Candidate

You are about to embark on your journey in Freemasonry. If you have not already been informed, the ceremonies of which you are about to take part are not intended to embarrass or demean you. They are solemn rituals of great antiquity, which are used to impress upon your mind the tenets of the Mason's profession: Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. You will witness a course of symbolic instruction intended to enrich your character and explain the customs of the society of which you are about to become a member. Just like any course of instruction, a certain amount of responsibility rests upon the student to rightly understand the concepts which it presents.

Masonry is often described as a craft. Like any craft, it requires that work be done in order to become proficient in its skills. As you are now the candidate and will soon be the initiate, it is important that you understand the work that you are now agreeing to undertake. The Mason is a life long student. While at the end of the day you will be received as a Master Mason, no Brother is ever truly a master of the craft. It is expected that you will give your most devoted attention to the lessons of the degrees presented to you today. In between the degrees, you will have an opportunity to ask questions about the concepts presented in them, discuss these subjects, and take notes for your future review. You will not be able to learn everything there is to know about the craft today, but it is a great opportunity to make the first step in your Masonic travels.

After the conclusion of today's ceremonies, it is your duty to seek out instruction from your lodge. You should ask to learn the proficiencies for the degrees. These proficiencies are a set of examinations which help you to understand the ceremonies of the degrees as well as correctly identify yourself as a Mason and therefore enable you to solicit the benefits of the fraternity. However, the journey does not end there. A variety of resources exist to improve your Masonic knowledge and you will have opportunities to become active in your lodge and improve yourself in Masonry. A Masonic lodge is not a building, but a living organism which is only as strong as its individual members. Therefore, it is only through the self improvement of its members that the lodge can grow and flourish.

The degrees are serious and are not of a trivial nature. They are in no way a worship service, but they should be observed with the same reverence that you would show for such an event. Laughter and jocularity is generally inappropriate, but in the case of a truly humorous event it is permissible to react to it with the proper amount of amusement. The Brethren who have assembled to present these degrees have worked hard to learn the ritual in order to provide you with an excellent experience and you should provide them the same courtesy that they have shown for you by giving them your respect. Outside of the ceremonies, you are encouraged to engage in conversations and enjoy the company of your new Brethren, but you should refrain from using coarse language and discussing subjects of an unwholesome nature.

Enjoy today's events, because receiving the degrees of Masonry is certainly cause for celebration. Relish the opportunities presented to you and make the best of them for every Mason receives the degrees but once. Learn as much as you can, meet all of your new Brethren, and enjoy your first step in  our great fraternity.

The Investiture Ceremony

The investiture ceremony which will occur after the educational session for the Master Mason degree is completed, is an opportunity for the candidates to demonstrate some of the knowledge or insight that they have acquired throughout the day's ceremonies. This ceremony is not an examination of the new Master Masons or the class sponsor's performance. It is meant to give the new Master Masons the attention of the lodge and allows them to show their pride in the fraternity.

The ceremony is best conducted by having the members of the class enter the lodge room and sit in the area assigned for the candidates. When the Master of the lodge is ready to recognize the new Brothers, the class sponsor should stand and properly address him by giving a short summary of what the class did throughout the day. This summary should take no more than 2-3 minutes and is meant to inform the lodge about the important aspects of the educational program that has taken place throughout the day. When the class sponsor has given his summary, he should introduce the class and allow each of them to address the lodge.

The new Master Masons will address the lodge in turn. The first Brother to do so should stand, salute the Master, and give a short presentation on what he felt were the most impressive lessons that he learned during the course of the day. Each new Mason should take about 3 minutes to make a speech on this subject. When the first candidate is done, the second should repeat the process and the rest of the new Masons will follow in succession. 

The subject of the new Brothers' presentations should not be limited in any way and they should be allowed to speak from their heart. It is wise for each class member to give a little thought about what he will say during the investiture ceremony throughout the day and he may make notes for his address as he pleases. It is certainly permissible for multiple candidates to discuss the same topic as long as each presentation is original. The class members should remember that the investiture ceremony is their chance to give back to the Brothers that helped present the degrees by showing how much they learned from the degree conferrals. 

First Degree: Entered Apprentice

Synopsis

The Entered Apprentice degree is the first degree in Masonry and serves as an introduction to Masonic symbolism, teachings, usages, and customs. The degree is symbolic of your youth in your Masonic life and is the foundation of your Masonic development.

You will be  required to take part in a ceremony where you will be properly inspected to see if you are prepared to become a Mason. Within this ceremony, there is much symbolism. You will begin to suspect during this section that the number three is an important symbol and it will continue to appear throughout the degrees. Once you have been found to be deserving of being accepted into the fraternity, you will be made a Mason in due form.

Upon your initiation into the order, you will be introduced to your first course of symbolic instruction. You will be presented with the Mason's apron and informed of its significance. You will also receive the working tools of a Mason and give your attention to two lectures on the degree. The first lecture is a historical lecture. It will give you a historical account of the degree's ceremonies and introduce you to the allegory upon which the fraternity of Freemasonry is based, the building of King Solomon's Temple.  The second lecture is an illustrated lecture which will explain the nature of the lodge room and the symbolism of the components of which that structure is comprised. It will also explain the tenets of a Mason's profession as well as the four cardinal virtues. Finally, you will be charged to execute the duties of an Entered Apprentice.

This degree is your first step in Masonry and it is one of the most exciting of the degrees because it is your first step into an unfamiliar territory. However, the lessons of this degree are quite memorable and your anticipation of this first step in Masonry should provide you with a sense of curiosity and enthusiasm for the society of which you will soon be a member. 

Entered Apprentice Worksheet

Instructions: This is the first of three worksheets on the degrees. The questions listed in the worksheet are intended to give the educational discussion its general direction. The candidate's should utilize this space to take copious notes on the lessons of the degrees.

Please list the important concepts covered in this degree:

What lesson in this degree was the most impressive to you? Why was it impressive? How will it change your actions?

What concepts were discussed during the third section lecture of this degree? 

Second Degree: Fellowcraft

Synopsis

In the First Degree, you found yourself in a place representative of the ground floor of King Solomon's Temple during your youth as a Freemason. During the second degree you will ascend to the Middle Chamber which symbolizes your adulthood in Freemasonry.

Once again, it will be necessary for you to pass several inspections to ensure that you are worthy of having this degree conferred upon you. Once this is confirmed, you will be made a Fellowcraft. Again, you will be presented with the working tools of the degree and then give your attention to lecture on this degree.

The lecture pertaining to this degree discusses more symbolism relating to King Solomon's Temple, but deals primarily with worldly knowledge. It discusses architecture and the liberal arts in depth and will give you a formal introduction into the science of Geometry, which is described as the basis of Masonry. The degree urges you to study the liberal arts and become improved in your worldly knowledge. Once again, you will receive a charge which explains the duties that you are expected to discharge as a Fellowcraft.

This is your second step in Masonry. This step will introduce you to the operative sciences of Masonry, which combined with the study of its speculative arts, will assist in improving all aspects of your character.

Fellowcraft Worksheet

Please list the important concepts covered in this degree:

The lecture of this degree covers some very important subjects. What did you learn in the Middle Chamber Lecture? How does this affect you?

What does the letter “G” represent?

Third Degree: Master Mason

Synopsis

In the Third Degree of Masonry, you will be admitted into the Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies of King Solomon's Temple. This degree is representative of your old age and deals with the inevitability of death. This realization of mortality leads to the particularly spiritual nature of this degree.

Like in the previous degrees, you will be inspected to ensure that you are prepared to receive the sublime degree of Master Mason. You will be made a Master Mason and then invested with the working tools of the degree. However, this will not be immediately followed by a lecture as in previous degrees. Instead, you will be required to take part in an allegorical drama which is a central part of Masonic tradition. This drama is the most solemn and important part of all Masonic ritual and its lessons are to be taken very seriously. You may only be made a Master Mason if you are able to properly complete this symbolic endeavor.

At the conclusion of the drama, you will once again give your attention to two lectures on this degree. The first gives the traditional history of this degree's drama, the second pertains to the symbols of this degree which are particularly spiritual in nature. You will also receive a charge informing you of your duties as a Master Mason.

This is your third step in Masonry and having this degree conferred upon you is the highest honor in the fraternity. However, it is not the final step. In fact, you will discover upon the completion of this degree that there is still much which must be learned and that it is your duty to pursue the unfinished lessons of Freemasonry with zeal.

Congratulations on the degree that you are about to obtain and welcome to the life long journey that is Freemasonry.

Master Mason Worksheet

Please list the important concepts covered in this degree:

What was the purpose of your involvement in the second section of this degree? What does this drama teach?

What were some of the symbols discussed during the illustrated lecture? What do they represent?

Getting Active In Masonry

Congratulations on being raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. Doubtless, the degrees that you have witnessed over the course of the day and the lessons that you have learned through them have impressed upon you the importance and worth Masonic instruction. When you leave the lodge building at the close of the day's ceremonies, you will probably be very enthusiastic about the fraternity and eager to enjoy its many privileges. However, you may not know exactly how to go about becoming a contributing member to the fraternity.

You are new in Masonry and will have a number of more experienced Brothers soliciting your willingness to assist with the lodge charity or enter the officer line. These are all good things to get involved with, but all new members have a tendency to say yes to everything and fill their plates full of Masonic functions. Then they become too extended in their Masonic duties, eventually become frustrated, and then stop showing up to lodge altogether. Also, you are new in the fraternity and probably don't know what lodge activities you will enjoy the most yet. So this section will present three recommendations for how to get active in your lodge.

The first of these three is that you must learn to say 'no' politely. Your new Brethren are excited to have you in their organization and want to develop a fraternal relationship with you. They only mean to help you get the most out of Freemasonry and will notify you of many opportunities within the fraternity and try to convince you to take them. These offers will include joining affiliated bodies such as the York Rite, Scottish Rite, or Shrine. They will include learning a lecture or helping serve a lodge dinner. You may feel that you are not ready to accept some of these offers. Giving answers such as “I'm not quite ready to make that commitment yet,” or “I still have some loose ends to tie up before I turn my focus to that project,” are perfectly acceptable and your fellow Brothers will understand your answer. It may also help to say something like “I don't have the time right now, but if I'm ever interested in joining that organization I will let you know,” which will make your Brethren feel like you appreciate their offers and that you will give them some consideration. 

Secondly, you need to find out when your lodge meets. Hopefully, you are already aware of your lodge's regular meeting times. If you don't know or aren't certain when these meetings are scheduled, call or email one of the members of your lodge. If you don't have anyone's phone number or email address, you can log on to the Grand Lodge's website (you will find the web address in the Additional Resources section of this book) and find your lodge's regular meeting times or look up your lodge's telephone number in your local listings. Then you need to go to the next lodge meeting. Attending lodge meetings is important because your most valuable resource as a new Mason is your Brethren. Forming relationships with them will help you get the most out of your experience. After all, Masonry is a Brotherhood. Also, this will help you to determine what you are most interested in being a part of in the Masonic fraternity. Perhaps you will like ritual work, perhaps you will enjoy being an officer, or perhaps you will just enjoy the camaraderie of sitting in lodge. 

The third recommendation is that you complete a course of initial instruction on Masonry through your own lodge. At the end of the Third Degree, you were informed that you will be required to complete a course of initial instruction prior to petitioning any other Masonic organizations. You should check with your lodge to make sure that you have satisfied this requirement. It has been recommended that the packet which you received during the day's ceremonies should include the South Dakota Ritual Monitor. If it didn't, you should request one from your lodge secretary at your first meeting. This ritual monitor contains the ceremonies for the opening and closing of the lodge, the degrees, other Masonic ceremonies, and most importantly, the proficiencies for the three degrees. These proficiencies will help you to understand the modes of recognition as well as the lessons of the degrees in greater detail and will help you to form a solid foundation of Masonic knowledge. In order to learn them, you will need to be assigned a mentor to teach them to you. Request a mentor at the lodge meeting and do not leave until you are assigned a mentor and have scheduled a time for you to have your first meeting with him to start learning the proficiencies. If you leave your first lodge meeting with the ritual monitor in hand and a scheduled appointment with your mentor, you will be on your way to improving your knowledge in Freemasonry. 

These are only recommendations, but completing these actions will help to enhance your Masonic experience. Remember, you are now a Master Mason and are entitled to all of the rights and benefits of the fraternity. Therefore, you may take part in any lodge activities or join any other bodies that you find desirable. It is YOUR Masonic experience and YOUR Masonry, so make the best of your opportunities.

Never be afraid to ask your more experienced Brethren questions or to give the craft your input in matters that you feel you possess beneficial knowledge. Good luck on your Masonic travels.

Additional Resources

Several additional resources that contain useful information for new Master Masons are listed here for two purposes. The first purpose is that some of these should be included in the candidate's packet for their immediate reference after returning home at the end of the ceremonies. The resources that should be placed in the candidate's packet include, but are not limited to, all of the resources provided through the Grand Lodge of South Dakota. The other purpose is so that the new Brothers may have a starting point from which they can begin their Masonic studies and improve themselves in the craft. The sources for these references are listed so that the sponsor and candidate can easily locate them. If it is published by the Grand Lodge of South Dakota, it can be obtained through any lodge's secretary.

Resources from the Grand Lodge of South Dakota:

Grand Lodge of South Dakota Website (http://mygrandlodge.org)

South Dakota Ritual-Monitor 

Masonry-An Introduction: A Preparatory Message

Masonry-An Introduction: Entered Apprentice

Masonry-An Introduction: Fellowcraft

Masonry-An Introduction: Master Mason

Standard Proficiency for the Entered Apprentice Degree for South Dakota 

Standard Proficiency for the Fellowcraft Degree for South Dakota 

Standard Proficiency for the Master Mason Degree for South Dakota

Supplemental Resources from the PS Review of Freemasonry:

The Entered Apprentice's Handbook by JSM Ward

The Fellowcraft's Handbook by JSM Ward

The Master Mason's Handbook by JSM Ward

Introduction to Freemasonry-First Degree: Entered Apprentice by Carl H. Claudy

Introduction to Freemasonry-Second Degree: Fellowcraft by Carl H. Claudy

Introduction to Freemasonry-Third Degree: Master Mason by Carl H. Claudy

(these books can be found at http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/masonic_books_online.html)

Supplemental Resources from Phoenixmasonry, Inc.:

Encyclopedia of Freemasonry by Albert G. Mackey

Gould's History of Freemasonry Throughout the World by Robert F. Gould

The Meaning of Masonry by W.L. Wilmhurst

(these books can be found at http://www.phoenixmasonry.org)

The Masonic Service Association (http://www.msana.com/index.asp)

The Landmarks of the Order

The Landmarks of the order, as defined by the Grand Lodge of South Dakota, are included here because you are charged to preserve them as a Master Mason. Therefore, it is incredibly important that you should understand what constitute the Landmarks of the order. The Grand Lodge of South Dakota accepts Albert Mackey's list of Landmarks which can be found in Mackey's A Textbook of Masonic Jurisprudence.

Landmark First: The modes of recognition

Landmark Second: The division of symbolic Masonry into three degrees

Landmark Third: The legend of the third degree

Landmark Fourth: The government of the fraternity, by a presiding officer called the Grand Master, who is elected from the body of the craft

Landmark Fifth: The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every assembly of the craft

Landmark Sixth: The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for the conferring of the degrees at irregular times

Landmark Seventh: The prerogative of the Grand Master to give dispensations for opening and holding lodges

Landmark Eighth: The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at site

Landmark Ninth: The necessity of Masons to congregate in Lodges

Landmark Tenth: The government of the craft, when congregated in lodges by a Master and two Wardens

Landmark Eleventh: The necessity that every lodge, when congregated, should be duly tiled

Landmark Twelfth: The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the craft, and to instruct his representatives

Landmark Thirteenth: The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren in lodge convened,  to the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons

Landmark Fourteenth: The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular lodge

Landmark Fifteenth: No visitor unknown to the Brethren present, or to some one of them as a Mason, can enter a lodge without first passing an examination according to ancient usage

Landmark Sixteenth: No lodge can interfere in the business of another lodge, nor give degrees to brethren who are members of other lodges

Landmark Seventeenth: Every Freemason is amenable to the laws and regulations of the Masonic jurisdiction in which he resides, and this although he may not be a member of any lodge

Landmark Eighteenth: Certain qualifications for candidates are derived from a Landmark of the order

Landmark Nineteenth: A belief in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of the Universe

Landmark Twentieth: A belief in the resurrection to a future life

Landmark Twenty-first: The book of the law shall constitute an indispensable part of the furniture of every lodge

Landmark Twenty-second: The equality of all Masons

Landmark Twenty-third: The secrecy of the institution

Landmark Twenty-fourth: The foundation of a speculative science upon an operative art, and the symbolic use and explanation of the terms of that art, for purposes of religious or moral teaching

Landmark Twenty-fifth: That these Landmarks can never be changed
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